
Additional Resources

Opioid abuse

Message from the  
state's attorney's Office 

The abuse of opioids can have a lasting effect on an 

abuser's life and can even cause death. This includes

the misuse of prescription drugs. Despite popular 

belief, using prescription drugs in a manner not 

prescribed and/or recommended by a doctor is NOT 

SAFER than using illegal drugs. 

It is necessary to realize that the abuse of opioids 

not only affects the abuser, but his/her loved ones, 

and the community at large. We are in this fight 

together.  

For information about opioids, including its effects, 

the warning signs of abuse, how to get help, and 

resources, take a look inside of the brochure. 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 3065, La Plata, MD 20646 

Physical Address: 

Charles County Courthouse Basement Level  

200 Charles St., La Plata, MD 20646 

Phone: 301-932-3350 

 

State's Attorney's Office

Charles County Department of Health 

CharlesCountyHealth.org/Health- 

Services/Substance-Abuse 

 

Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 

Diversion Control Division 

DeaDiversion.usdoj.gov 

GetSmartAboutDrugs.gov 

 

National Institute on Drug Abuse

Teens.DrugAbuse.gov 

 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

HHS.gov/Opioids  

 

Before It's Too Late

BeforeItsTooLate.Maryland.gov 
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What are opioids? need help?warning signs of abuse

possible effects

FACT: The use of prescription drugs in  
a manner not prescribed by a doctor 

is NOT SAFER than using illegal drugs.

Weight Loss/Gain 
 

Mood Swings 
 

Decelerated Breathing 
 

Needle marks or bruises at injection 
sites 

 
Drowsiness and/or increase or 

decrease in sleep 
 

Loss of interest in social gatherings 
and activities 

 
Neglect in appearance and/or 

personal hygiene 
 

Use of prescription medication in 
higher doses than prescribed 

 
Use of excuses to get more 

prescription drugs before refill date 
 

Use of different doctors to get more 
prescriptions 

 
 

Opioids are natural or synthetic 
chemicals that decrease the 

perception of pain. Natural opioids, 
like heroin and morphine, are derived 

from the opium plant. Synthetic 
opioids like Vicodin, OxyContin, and 

Percocet, are man-made drugs and 
mimic the painkilling effects of 

natural opioids.  

pain relief 
 

euphoria 
 

drowsiness 
 

slowed or stopped breathing  
 

constipation  
 

nausea  
 

confusion 

if you, or someone you know, are 

struggling with opioid addiction 

or dependence, there is help...

talk to someone you trust

seek medical help

one of the first steps to recovery is 
asking for help.  for youth, reach out 
to a parent or a trusted adult and let 
them know the issues you are facing.

consult a doctor or appropriate health 
professional with addiction 

experience. a doctor will be able to 
determine if you need treatment/what 

type of treatment you need. 

find treatment in your area: 
https://findtreatment.samhsa.gov/ 


