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Message from State's Attorney Tony Covington
It is my sincerest hope that you had a fantastic,
safe summer that was filled with family time, fun,
and vacations. During the summer months, my
office announced a new initiative called "Battle
Opioid Abuse" (BOA). The BOA initiative was
designed to raise awareness among community
members regarding the life-threatening
consequences of opioid abuse and how to get help if needed. As part of this
initiative, the SAO aired PSAs at the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs' home
games and displayed a billboard PSA viewed by commuters traveling along US
Route 301 in Brandywine (pictured below).

On September 16, my office hosted an Opioid Abuse Awareness fundraising
event at Regency Furniture Stadium. During this event, we gave brochures to
adults and youth with information about opioid abuse, prevention, and
treatment, as well as had, in partnership with Charles County Emergency
Medical Services, an opioid drop-off center for people to responsibly dispose of
their unneeded prescription medications. We were also excited to give away
over 200 book bags and other giveaways to students attending the event.
Although the summer has officially ended, we are invested in keeping our
communities safe year-round and will continue our efforts in spreading
awareness about the opioid epidemic.
Sincerely,

Anthony B. "Tony" Covington

Battle Opioid Abuse
Opioid abuse is a nationwide epidemic that's also affecting our local
communities. According to a report by the Maryland Department of Mental
Health and Hygiene:


In Maryland, the number of opioid-related deaths increased by 70%
between 2015 and 2016. The number has nearly quadrupled since 2010.



The number of heroin-related intoxication deaths in Charles County
has more than doubled between 2015 and 2016.

Source

There are ways to help prevent abuse:


Safeguard Medicine. Adolescents are at an increasingly higher risk for
prescription drug abuse so it is important to keep your prescription
medications in a safe, locked place.



Talk about it. Inform your children, family members, and friends about
the dangers of opioid abuse.



Participate in a Drug Take Back Program. Properly dispose of your
unneeded and/or expired prescription drugs. For information on Charles
County Take Back locations, please visit CharlesCountyMD.gov and
search "Drug Take Back Service."



Do not share your prescription drugs. Possession of a prescription drug
without a legal prescription can lead to legal consequences.



Get help. If you or your loved one is abusing drugs, contact the appropriate
medical specialist.

For more information, please visit our website.

SAO Updates


The State's Attorney's Office is excited to announce the launch of our new
"Think About It" initiative for area youth. The purpose of "Think About It" is
to encourage positive thinking among youth, as well as encourage youth to
consider the consequences of their actions. For more information, please
contact Kandes Carter at CarterK@charlescountymd.gov.



As a reminder, the Child Support Enforcement Unit no longer operates
under the State's Attorney's Office. Child support matters are now handled
by the Charles County Department of Social Services.

Case of Interest
Shooter Gets 58 Years in Prison
Accomplices Also Sentenced
On Tuesday, September 26, 2017, Charles County Circuit Court Judge H. James
West sentenced Tyreq Kaylin Tilghman and his three co-defendants for their
respective roles in the murder of Mason Atkins and the assault of Nicholas
Brennan during an event that occurred on Mona Farm Place in La Plata on
September 25, 2016.

Full Release

In the News
Covington Hosts Opioid Abuse Awareness
Event
Tony Covington, State’s Attorney for Charles
County, hosted an Opioid Abuse Awareness
fundraising event at the Southern Maryland
Blue Crab’s game Sept. 16. As part of the
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Community Events

Opioid Abuse Awareness Event at Blue Crabs
On Saturday, September 16, 2017, the State's Attorney's Office provided
information about opioid abuse and handed out free giveaways, including
Under Armour book bags and Chick-fil-A La Plata "Be Our Guest" cards, to
youth and adults.

4th Annual Kent Avenue Block Party
On Saturday, August 19, 2017, SAO representatives attended the Kent Avenue
Block Party and gave away Under Armour book bags as well as other materials.
It is always a pleasure to support the communities we serve. Another great job
by Chief Schinner and the La Plata Police Department for organizing this great
event.

Just Say No Camp
On Wednesday, August 2, 2017, it was a pleasure presenting our "Think
About It" initiative to the students attending the "Just Say No" Camp.

National Night Out 2017
On Tuesday, August 1, 2017, my office was out in full force at National Night
Out (NNO). Each year we look forward to meeting new people and talking with
members of the community during NNO. The fight against crime is a
community effort and we are grateful for the people who take a stand against
crime with us. We look forward to seeing you all again next year!

Women of Action Charles County's Town Hall
On Tuesday, July 18, 2017, I was happy to support the Women of Action Charles
County's Town Hall meeting, held at The Church at St. Charles, addressing child
sexual abuse. Great job to Abena McAllister, founder of the group, and the
Women of Action Charles County for facilitating this important event for the
community.

Star 98.3 Interview
On Tuesday, July 11, 2017, I was invited to the T-Bone and Heather Show on
Star 98.3 to discuss the opioid epidemic, the court's response, as well as
other community issues. I was invited to come back on the show on August
29, 2017 to discuss ways to prevent child sexual abuse, as well as national
topics of interests.

I enjoy meeting and engaging with members of the community. If you have an
event that you would like me and/or representatives of my office to attend,
please send an email request here.

Upcoming Events
October Events:
October 7, 2017 - Health and Safety

For more events, please visit our
calendar.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
The State’s Attorney’s Office stands in support of Domestic Violence victims
and survivors. For information about resources for victims, please visit our
website.

If you are in immediate danger, please call 911 to reach the local police. The
Center for Abused Persons’ 24-hour hotline is 301-645-3336.

Stay Connected
We invite you to keep informed about the activities of the State’s Attorney’s
Office by connecting with us via social media. Please see below for
our Facebook and Twitter links. We also encourage you to connect with us via
our website, www.ccsao.us.
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